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on the issues of same-sex marriage and some sort of recognition of “gay” rights next term. Since the piece came out yesterday I’ve been getting e-mails, and had people call me, curious to know what the gay community was thinking about those issues. The reality of the situation is that the gay community has just not been thinking much about them. The reasons for that are various. And we need to be honest about them to strengthen our efforts. The first
reason for this lack of interest, I think, is that the gay movement has not needed to get involved in these issues for a long time. For a quarter of a century we’ve been happily wed to the almighty dollar — as long as we get our rights, who cares how we got them. This approach has insulated us from the real world. For a very long time we’ve been simply arguing that we’re being discriminated against, where discrimination has never been a factor. There’s
never been the need to define what “gay” is. Besides being nice to us, everyone has learned to treat us with the same respect they have for any law-abiding group of Americans. When the Lawrence v. Texas decision came down, it was a total shock to the gay movement. We were not expecting to have to fight for our rights. Well, we’re still not expecting that today 3da54e8ca3
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